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Learn more about the Global Goals and
#FirstGeneration through the links below:
www.globalgoals.org
www.firstgeneration.se

The UN has taken on the challenge of creating a sustainable and fair
future through 17 common goals – the Global Goals. #FirstGeneration
is an initiative to raise awareness and spread knowledge about the Global
Goals and engage young people.
This booklet presents a group of educators and inspirational ﬁgures who
in 2016 are the recipients of the #FirstGeneration Award – for inspiring
young people to achieve the UN Global Goals for Sustainble Development.
#FirstGeneration believes in the power of networking, and this group
forms a valuable network of knowledge and ideas. Global challenges need
global solutions. Together we have a unique opportunity to create
a better, more sustainable future.
Also presented in this booklet are the attachés for the #FirstGeneration
Global Goals Forum, who have been nominated by Swedish youth
organisations. They are the #FirstGeneration.
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Argentina

Angola

Pedro Vemba Cidade

Background
Pedro Vemba Cidade is a lecturer at
the Angola Methodist University in
Luanda, where he has been a reader
in Urban Planning and Architecture
since January 2015. In 2015, Pedro
was presented with an award for his
contributions to national urbanisation
efforts as part of the Government of
Angola’s 1 million houses project.
Engaging the First Generation
Under the motto ‘Think global – act
local’, Pedro inspires students at the
university to develop architecture
and housing that is inclusive and

sustainable. Pedro’s work has had a
particular focus on Goal 11. He has
led a volunteer campaign to plant
trees and install sewage gutters in
the Luanda neighbourhood of
Sambizanga, and he was a volunteer
teacher in rural communities on
environmental education and urban
horticultures. Recently, he sponsored
a social project to revitalise the
Luanda neighbourhood of Cassequel,
which consisted in developing urban
horticulture plans. Currently, he is
undertaking academic research on
urban revitalisation in Sambizanga, with
a focus on preservation of its culture
and history.

Matias Zlotogwiazda

Background
Matias Zlotogwiazda is the front
figure and a trainer for the non-profit
organisation MIMA in Argentina – an
international organisation that offers
professional music training, primarily
to young people in marginalised areas.
Matias has run several social projects
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to enrich
young people on the margins of society
through creative experiences and to
create a more inclusive society.
Engaging the First Generation
In his day job as a music teacher at
Lange Ley secondary school, Matias

uses music projects to bridge conﬂicts
between pupils and also works on
various social projects in school. In
school and elsewhere, he has inspired
several of his pupils to work on various
social projects after and alongside
their studies. Matias’s work is about
creative collaboration, and thus
including young people in areas of
social and economic exclusion. This
work is contained in several of the
Global Goals, including those on
poverty reduction, health and wellbeing, education, reduced inequalities
and a peaceful and inclusive society
(goals 5 and 16).

Attaché: Nathalie Lindh – Save the Children Youth Sweden

Attaché: Marcia Munoz – United Nations Association of Sweden

Nathalie holds a Master’s degree in Development Studies and has gained a
deep knowledge of international organisations. She has previously lived in
Fiji, where she experienced the effects of climate changes first-hand.

Marcia Munoz has spent a lot of time working with issues such as anti-racism,
feminism, human rights and sustainability. She is very committed to youth
organisation and has a good knowledge of the UN and Sweden’s contributions
to it.
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Austria

Bangladesh

Ulrike Kamauf

Background
Ulrike is a teacher at the
Rainergymnasium secondary school
in Austria and a coordinator at the
Vienna Board of Education. Ulrike
coordinates enrolment at Viennese
academic secondary schools, and
foreign languages-related events such as
competitions and award ceremonies.
Ulrike aims to encourage cultural
exchange among adolescents and she
has represented Austria in a session of
the European Youth Parliament.
Engaging the First Generation
As a teacher, one of Ulrike’s main
objectives is to make her students aware

of the Global Goals so that they can
contribute to the joint efforts to fight
inequality, poverty and environmental
problems. To engage her students
Ulrike has been a part of an annual
project dedicated to environmental,
social and political issues, where she
has organised workshops. Several
aspects of the Global Goals have been
incorporated into the workshops, such
as water resources, nutrition and moral
courage. To engage and inspire her
students to cultural exchange, Ulrike
organised a student workshop in
cooperation with a school in Denmark,
focusing on the refugee situation in
Europe.

Lutfa Akther

Background
Lutfa is a doctor and has worked with
reproductive health since 2006. She
is currently working on promoting
sexual and reproductive health and
rights. Her work includes contraceptive
counselling and services to reduce
maternal mortality.

Engaging the First Generation
Through her work in Bangladesh’s
Reproductive Health Services Training
and Education Programme, Lutfa
motivates and inspires young people to
work towards goal 3, good health and
wellbeing, as well as goal 5, gender
equality. Her work is a step towards
better health care for women as well
as towards building healthy and
wealthy reproductive life.

Attaché: Naima Ozims

Attaché: Alma Haracic

Naima is currently studying technological science, and is interested in how our
global economy affects our sustainable development.

Alma has a Master’s degree in Development Studies and is currently working
for the Swedish Migration Agency. Alma is interested in the development
process in post-conﬂ ict countries, with a special focus on humanitarian aid,
reconciliation processes and development cooperation during and prior to war.
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Brazil

Canada

Lucas Moura Máximo

Background
Lucas studies International Relations
at the Federal University of Paraíba.
His interest in development issues and
the Global Goals has grown in the
course of his studies. Lucas is part
of Engajamundo, a youth-led
organisation working to get young
people involved in decision-making
processes to create an inclusive society.
Lucas is a communicator in the
Engajamundo working group on
sustainable development, which focuses
on sustainable urban development.
Engaging the First Generation
Lucas’s interest in civil society’s role
in sustainable development efforts led

him, along with some fellow students,
to start a project aimed at highlighting
civil society participation in
implementing the Global Goals. The
project was supported by the University
and the UNDP. Since the beginning
of 2015 they have held lectures for
pupils, students, teachers and
officials in various locations throughout
north-eastern Brazil, with a view to
highlighting the 2030 Agenda and
implementing local projects focusing
on the Global Goals. Many of his
project proposals and initiatives have
been taken up by working groups in
other Brazilian states. Through his
projects, Lucas inspires other young
people to engage in sustainability
issues.

Maatali Okalik

Background
Based in Iqaluit, the capital of
Nunavut, Canada – a territory that, in
demographic terms, is largely made up
of Inuit peoples – Maatalii Okalik is
the current president of the National
Inuit Youth Council, representing
Inuit youth aged 15–35 in Canada.
Engaging the First Generation
Maatalii’s efforts to empower Canada’s
indigenous young people make her a
true inspirer of other young people

and a champion of goals 4 and 10. The
priorities of the National Inuit Youth
Council range from preserving Inuit
languages and culture to reducing
suicide rates – an area in which Inuit
people are vastly over-represented.
Another focus of the Council’s attention
is education; in order to reach their full
potential in contributing to Canadian
society and reduce school dropout
rates, they believe indigenous young
people must attain traditional Inuit
knowledge and education as well as its
modern counterpart.

Attaché: Tova Andersson – Plan International Sweden

Attaché: Salina Kiﬂeyesus – Swedish Development Forum

Tova has been involved in Plan International since she was 13 years old and
has experience as an observer on the international board of Plan International.

Salina is interested in intersectional feminism and how this is connected to
the Global Goals. She also takes an interest in entrepreneurship and
communication.
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Chile

China

Sebastián Zulueta Azócar

Background
Sebastián is the executive director of
América Solidaria, an organisation
that works together with volunteers
and young professionals, with a strong
focus on the Global Goals. Sebastián
is also involved in developing the
ConCausa (With a Cause) project,
with the support of ECLAC and
UNICEF, to identify and share projects
being developed in communities by
young people. The aim of the project
is to get young people between15
and 17 to present their proposals
to overcome child poverty in the
Americas.

Engaging the First Generation
América Solidaria and Sebastián
engage young people in several of
the global goals, mainly 1, 10 and 17.
For example, they have volunteers
working in educational centres they
have reconstructed a school that was
completely destroyed during the Haiti
earthquake and they are starting a
project called Wash in Haiti to fight
cholera and infectious diseases.
The aim of the project is to provide
drinkable water and better solutions
for human waste disposal within the
Croix de Bouquets community.

Attaché: Rahwa Hadgu
– the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
Rahwa works as a project leader for the Schysst project. She is especially
interested in combating climate change by raising awareness and knowledge
among young people.
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Zhao Qing (Klara Zhao)

Background
Zhao Qing is the principal teacher at
the Beijing Foreign Studies University
(BFSU) and also works as a translator,
translating books for children and
young people from Swedish to
Mandarin. The BFSU is currently
focusing on the 2030 Agenda and the
Global Goals and Zhao Qing is leading
this education programme.
Engaging the First Generation
Working with the Swedish Embassy
in Beijing, teachers from the Swedish
faculty at Beijing Foreign Studies
University (BFSU), initiated a project
to promote the 17 Global Goals as
set out in Agenda 2030 and by First

Generation during a three week period.
Students were asked to choose a goal,
explain why that goal is important
to them, and communicate it on the
Chinese microblog platform Sina
Weibo. To this date, the campaign
has reached two million users. One
of the sub-campaigns created by the
student project was #AskAnnika where students interviewed Swedish
women using Facebook with the goal of
empowering Chinese women in general
and in the work place in particular.
In addition to leading the education
programme on the 2030 Agenda, Zhao
and a number of her friends have
donated 13 000 books to a school
library in a poor area in the mountains
of Sichuan Province in southern China.

Attaché: Ebba Bergkvist – Save the Children Youth Sweden
Ebba is currently studying in a school with a special human rights and sustainable
development profi le. She is also interested in the UN and has done a lot of
research in the area.
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Colombia

Estonia

Mabel Lara

Background
Mabel Lara is a journalist and social
communicator from Cali, Colombia.
She has a degree in Social
Communication and Journalism, with
a specialisation in Social Management.
Mabel has won the India Catalina
Television Award for best news host and
the Simon Bólivar journalism award.
Mabel’s professional experience has
focused on media as well as teaching.
Since 2009, she has been a TV anchor
and journalist for the news channel
Caracol Televsión.

Engaging the First Generation
As one of Colombia’s best journalists,
Mabel is a strong female leader in
Colombia which makes her an
inspiration for young women. She
works for gender equality and a more
inclusive society, for example showing
her support for the afro-Colombian
community through commercials and
various television campaigns. She is
also engaged in social development
projects in Northern Cauca, and
supports social programmes that
help young gang members and single
mothers.

Pille Olesk

Background
Pille Olesk was selected as secondary
school teacher of the year in Estonia
in 2015. A dedicated history and culture
teacher at the Valga Gymnasium
UNESCO school, she is responsible
for the school’s development work
and teaches on global issues and
awareness-raising campaigns. Through
its work on development issues, Valga
Gymnasium has become a mentor
school for other schools in the region.

Engaging the First Generation
Apart from being an inspirational figure
in the region and making sustainability
issues a permanent part of the
everyday curriculum for both students
and teachers through a vast variety
of workshops and seminars, Pille is
involved in a project aiming to offer
teachers in developing countries tips
and tricks for making the most of
education. Under challenging
circumstances – such as in schools
lacking teaching materials and in
some cases even electricity – Pille’s
tips might come in handy. Why not
use leaves cut into shapes for geometry
lessons, for example?

Attaché: Frida Lind – Swedish Development Forum

Attaché: Jessica Lehmussari – Junior Achievement Sweden

Frida is currently working at the Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United
Nations in New York. She has previously been deployed as a world correspondent
for the Swedish Development Forum (FUF) and as one of the UN ambassadors
for the Millennium Development Goals.

Education is an issue that Jessica feels strongly about, and she takes a special
interest in motivating young people to educate themselves. She is currently
touring schools across Sweden as an inspirational speaker.

10

11

France

Marshall Islands

Romain Bouillon

Background
Environmental journalist Romain
Bouillon is Vice Chair of the
non-profit organisation l’Office
français de la Fondation pour
l’Education à l’environnement en
Europe (Of-FEEE). The organisation
has been responsible for the
Stockholm Junior Water Prize in
France since 2004. The aim of the
prize is to inspire secondary school
pupils to fi nd innovative and
environmentally friendly solutions to
tackle water-related issues.

Engaging the First Generation
At Of-FEEE, Romain is responsible
for a number of programmes for
pupils and young people, including
Eco-School, the Stockholm Junior
Water Prize and Young Reporters for
the Environment. Romain Bouillon
engages and inspires thousands of
young people every year to focus on
the environment and sustainable water
use – the French contestants for this
year´s Junior Water Prize, for example,
have designed a model for minimizing
power usage and recovering kinetic
and thermal energy produced by
water-based energy systems. Work that
contributes to achieving goals 6, 12
and 13.

Alson Kelen

Background
Alson Kelen is the Director of the
organisation Waan Aelõñ in Majel
(Canoes of the Marshall Islands).
Described by the New York Times
Magazine as “potentially the world’s
last-ever apprentice in the ancient
art of wave-piloting”, Alson aims to
promote sustainable sea transport and
is convinced that traditional canoes
could be a solution, replacing boats
powered by fossil fuels.

Engaging the First Generation
In the Marshall Islands, everything
revolves around the sea and climate
change. Rising sea levels mean that
within 20–30 years, the country will
disappear beneath the waves. Through
Waan Aelõñ in Majel, Alson Kelen
works to include young people
from vulnerable social situations.
Combining basic education in English
and mathematics with the carpentry
and carving skills required to build
traditional Marshallese canoes, the
aim is to couple the young people’s
cultural heritage with the demands of
modern society.

Attaché: Stina Lindström – Swedish International Development Agency

Attaché: Vishal Parekh – Swedish Development Forum

Stina is currently doing an internship at Sida as a part of her Bachelor’s degree
in Human Rights. She is interested in environmental issues and gender equality,
and has previously been an active volunteer with Save the Children and the
Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation.

Vishal Parekh is currently studying for a Master of Science in Engineering.
Vishal is interested in environmental sustainability and the role played by
technological, ecological and social aspects.
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Mexico

Sweden

Alejandra Anton Honorato

Background
Alejandra Anton Honorato has a
Bachelor’s degree in Information and
a Master’s degree in User-Centred
Design. She has worked in various
fields, always with a focus on education,
culture and gender equality.
Some of her illustrations have been
selected for the International Child
and Youth Book Fair (FILIJ ), which
encourages young readers. She has also
participated in the online publication
Illustrated Girls, which showcases the
work of young women in illustration.

Engaging the First Generation
Alejandra helped to develop CELFA
(Teenage Female Leadership Centre),
a non-profit organisation that inspires
teenage girls to become leaders of
their own change, contributing to goal
5. She has done illustrations for Third
Street Community Center in San Jose,
California, that encourage the interest
of Latin American girls in science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics careers. Since 2014
Alejandra has been part of the staff of
the local chapter of CreativeMornings,
a series of free monthly talks that aim
to inspire the community to develop
ideas that have a positive impact in
society.

Ulrika Hugemark

Background
Ulrika Hugemark is a teacher and
international coordinator and senior
teacher of internationalisation at
Lillerudsgymnasiet, a natural resource
management upper secondary school
that works on environmentally
sustainable development. Ulrika
has been involved in initiating and
developing work to include social and
economic aspects. In her view,
teaching about global sustainable
development reaches its peak when
theory and practice are combined.
Ulrika believes that through the natural
resource management sector, pupils
will produce solutions to many future
challenges in areas such as energy and
food security.

Engaging the First Generation
Ulrika has engaged pupils at the
school in international projects, for
example by offering them opportunities
to undertake their workplace-based
learning in other countries. In her
work as a teacher, she is particularly
engaged in goal 12, sustainable
production and consumption, and
goal 17, global partnership.
Teaching at Lillerudgymnasiet
highlights international cooperation
as the solution to many of the
great development challenges.
Internationalisation is an effective way
to show pupils how consumption can
have an impact on other parts of the
world. By spreading her experience
and knowledge of global sustainability
issues, Ulrika inspires her pupils to
engage with the Global Goals.

Attaché: Sissa Pagels – World Wildlife Fund Youth Sweden
Sissa is interested in entrepreneurship, especially social entrepreneurship. She
is also interested in the Global Goals related to education and the goal to
promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies.
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Sweden

Rwanda

Isak Utsi

Background
Isak is a Sami from Luleå and
Jokkmokk. He is passionate about
getting young people’s voices heard
and placing the issue of Sami selfdetermination on the political agenda.
He has previously been engaged in the
WWF Youth Council, the Church of
Sweden and the Luleå Student Union.
He now chairs Sáminuorra, the Sami
Youth Organisation of Sweden.
Engaging the First Generation
According to Isak, Sápmi (the Sami
region) is still being colonised and
exploited for short-term profit, and
alongside climate change this is the
major threat to the culture and way of
life of the indigenous Sami. Similar

scenarios are playing out in other
parts of the world. The international
arena created by initiatives such as the
Global Goals is an important arena
for generating cooperation and
inspiring other indigenous young people
to bring about change. By creating
platforms and networks for young
people, Isak wants to make their voices
heard. He has done this by establishing
local associations within his
organisation, taking part in COP21 in
Paris, and lecturing on the situation
and history of the Sami people. In
Isak’s view, education and the right
to good health and strong democracy
in which everyone’s voice is heard are
the foundation on which sustainable,
equal and optimistic societies can be
built.

Edmond Umuvandimwe

Background
Edmond is a secondary school history
teacher, and in his view, history relates
closely to teaching about peace. “If
you don’t know where you came from,
how are you supposed to know where
you are going?”
Engaging the First Generation
Edmond weaves lessons about peace,
common values, and how to interact
with the people around you into his
ordinary lessons, as well as more
specifically with exercises where his
students discuss and agree on common
values. “You cannot teach peace just

standing in a classroom, you have to
lead by example and talk with your
students when they are not in the
classroom. Peace needs to be promoted
at home, in school, everywhere in
everyday life.”
Peace and Values is a new crosscutting subject in the Rwandan
national curriculum, and is still in the
process of being implemented, but the
spirit of the subject is already being
carried out by Edmond in his work.
“To achieve stability, everyone must
know what that means and agree what
our common values are; each person
is important in building peace.”

Attaché: Sarah Daleke
Sarah has a Bachelor’s degree in Global Media and Communication Studies.
In addition to her interest in the field of information, communication and
technology for development (ICT4D) Sarah is also engaged in the area of
environmental sustainability.
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Tanzania

United Arab Emirates

Prudensia George

Background
Prudencia George is a teacher at the
Barbro Johansson Model Girls’ School
in Dar es Salaam – always teaching with
a gender equality perspective in mind.
Engaging the First Generation
Prudencia helped coordinate the ‘My
body, my rights’ event at the school
earlier this year, aiming to raise
awareness of the sustainable

development goals in general, and
goal 5 on gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls
in particular. Through inspirational
speeches, a talk show and workshops,
the 500 female students actively
participated in discussions about their
rights and opportunities. Prudencia
believes in empowering girls through
education: “By knowing their rights,
they know what they should expect
from the world”.

Habiba Al Marashi

Background
Habiba Al Marashi is the co-founder
and Chairperson of Emirates
Environmental Group. Under Habiba’s
leadership, EEG became the first
environmental NGO in the world to
receive the environmental management
ISO 14001 certification in 2001, and
it has accreditation from the United
Nations Convention to Combating
Desertification (UNCCD) and the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) Governing
Council.
Engaging the First Generation
To make sure younger generations
get on board the sustainability train,
the group involves the community
in several education programmes to

raise awareness of the human and
institutional capacity to mitigate climate
change and reduce environmental
impact. Through their environment
and climate-related efforts, Habiba Al
Marashi and her colleagues move us
closer to Goals 6, 12, 13 and 15.
Habiba and EEG work diligently
towards achieving several of the Global
Goals, for example through its waste
management programme, aiming
to improve environmental quality by
reducing pollution and promoting
recycling of waste material. The
organisation is also deeply involved in
combating desertification, and since
2007 has engaged the community in
planting over 2.9 million trees across
the United Arab Emirates.

Attaché: Isabell Stenson – Sida Alumni

Attaché: Aida Strandsson – UNICEF and Water Aid

Isabell is a marine biologist and is passionate about environmental sustainability
and how to use scientific communication as a tool for engaging decision-makers
and citizens in responsible management of natural resources.

Aida is a project engineer and a project leader in the hotel industry. She is also
currently studying to become a nurse. Aida is an active volunteer in several
aid organisations, including UNICEF and Water Aid.
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United Arab Emirates

Naﬁssa El Jabban

Background
A teacher and coordinator at Dubai
National School in Al Barsha, Dubai,
Naﬁssa El Jabban believes curiosity
is the key to learning, which she
also considers a two-way process of
exchange between herself and her
students.
Engaging the First Generation
As an academic ﬁgure in the girls’
high school section of Dubai National
School, Naﬁssa El Jabban works to
empower young girls on a daily basis
by inspiring them to rise to their
potential and by encouraging and
guiding them as they partake in
extracurricular activities and prestigious
events and competitions. She strongly

believes in the importance of strong
women being involved in society.
Working in a high-tech, interactive
and student-centred environment,
Naﬁssa’s students have taken part in a
number of competitions, all aiming to
promote general well-being for all – in
other words, goal 3.
As a dedicated advocate on
environmental matters and safety,
Naﬁssa El Jabban initiated an
Environment Club for her students,
and continuously mentors them as
they take part in many of the Emirates
Environmental Group’s campaigns
and competitions linked to goals 7, 12,
and 13.

Attaché: Linnéa Johansson – Church of Sweden
Linnéa is interested in gender equality and the Global Goals associated with
it. She has interned for Sida in Zimbabwe, and has previously worked extensively
with children with special needs.
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