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EU dependence on imported
Russian energy must be broken

The European Commission is working actively to secure
a stable energy supply in Ukraine, and the EU must
remain unified against Russia’s invasion. Those were
the key messages from the press briefing held by
Minister for Energy and Digital Development Khashayar
Farmanbar and European Commissioner for Energy
Kadri Simson.

On 18 March, European Commissioner for Energy Kadri Simson visited
Stockholm. The European Commission plays an important role in dealing
with the consequences of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and ensuring the EU
achieves its climate objectives.

“The EU must jointly break its dependence on Russian fossil fuels to secure
its energy supply and reduce energy costs for both industry and households,”
says Minister for Energy and Digital Development Khashayar Farmanbar.

“Russia’s war in Ukraine underscores the urgency of accelerating our clean
energy transition in the EU and breaking free from our dependence on
Russia’s fossil fuels as soon as possible,” says Ms Simson.

Sweden’s dependence on nuclear fuel, oil and gas from Russia is low,
whereas large parts of Europe are heavily dependent on Russian energy
imports. Around 40 per cent of gas imports, 27 per cent of oil imports and
46 per cent of coal imports to the EU come from Russia.

Mr Farmanbar and Ms Simson both emphasise the green industrial revolution
in northern Sweden as a good example of how the European Green Deal can
work in practice.

“Sweden is a good example of how we in the EU can phase out our
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dependence on imported fossil fuels while also being innovative and
competitive,” says Ms Simson.

In July 2021, the European Commission proposed a revision of the EU
Renewable Energy Directive, including more stringent requirements for
bioenergy to be classified as sustainable.

“We must quickly find a sustainable replacement for gas. Therefore, it is
counterproductive to introduce new restrictions on bioenergy, which is the
dominant form of renewable energy in the EU. Moreover, we need to break
free from the dependence on Russian fossil fuels,” says Mr Farmanbar.

Swedish companies are investing heavily in the production of fossil-free
steel. This technology can help reduce total national emissions by ten

per cent, but the production process requires a lot of electricity.
Nevertheless, Sweden has a good starting point with its national surplus of
essentially fossil-free electricity and high proportion of renewable
electricity.

“But I am concerned that the Commission’s proposal on new electricity
production requirements may slow the green industrial revolution. Greater
flexibility is needed,” says Mr Farmanbar.

Mr Farmanbar and Ms Simson also discussed the high prices in the energy
market, and Mr Farmanbar highlighted the Swedish model for electricity
price compensatory payments.
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Efforts to bolster EU energy
security need to intensify

The Government considers that concrete changes need
to be made to the European energy supply. EU Member
States need to reduce their dependence on Russian
energy. This was conveyed by Minister for EU Affairs
Hans Dahlgren and Minister for Energy and Digital
Development Khashayar Farmanbar at a press briefing.

In light of the serious security situation, Mr Dahlgren and Mr Farmanbar
held a press briefing on Sunday regarding the energy security situation in the
EU.

“The security situation clearly shows that we need a more secure and
sustainable energy supply in Europe. It’s time to intensify efforts to
strengthen the EU’s energy security,” said Mr Dahlgren.

The Swedish Government takes the position that the EU should not be
dependent on a few external suppliers to manage its energy supply. In the
long term, the EU should, to a large extent, supply its own energy.

Sweden already has a low dependence on imported nuclear fuel, oil and gas
from Russia. By contrast, large parts of Europe are highly dependent on
Russian energy imports. The consequences of this dependence are now
showing on the energy markets, and in Sweden in the form of increased
energy prices.

“The Government wants to see two concrete changes to the European
energy supply. Firstly, the EU needs to stop depending on Russian gas.
Secondly, the EU Member States need to stop importing nuclear fuel from
Russia. I believe there is a broad consensus in the EU that it’s not sustainable
to depend on Russia for our energy supply. Given the current situation, it’s
more important than ever to increase our own production of renewable
energy to accelerate the transition and break the dependence on imported
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energy,” said Mr Farmanbar.

About two per cent of the total Swedish energy supply consists of natural
gas, and an estimated half of this come from Russia. However, several EU
countries are dependent on Russian gas to manage their energy supply.

“That’s unsustainable from both a security and a climate perspective. The
shift away from Russian gas will not happen overnight, and the entire EU
needs to help with these efforts,” stated Mr Farmanbar.

At the press briefing, Mr Dahlgren also presented a third initiative.

“Climate transition must be accelerated. We must replace our dependence
on fossil fuels — not just Russian gas — with fossil-free alternatives. Making
the EU self-sufficient in energy would be a very important reform, in terms
of both energy policy and security policy. We need to do this to improve
both our climate and our security,” concluded Mr Dahlgren.

This article was published in Swedish on Sunday 6 February 2022.
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The situation regarding Sweden’s
energy supply in light of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine

On Friday, 25 February, the Government received an
updated picture of the situation from the Swedish
Energy Agency. At present, the assessment is that there
is no acute risk of shortages or supply disruptions in the
supply of electricity, gas or fuel in Sweden. Sweden’s
energy supply is to a low degree directly dependent on
Russian energy supplies, and reports show that energy
supplies from Russia are functioning normally, which
means that there are currently no indications of a rapidly
approaching shortage. At the same time, it is already
possible to see that the situation is affecting prices in
the European energy market, and thus also Swedish
consumers.

Electricity prices

Electricity prices have been subdued in January and February compared
with December 2021. Recent temperatures have been relatively normal, with
high wind power production and normal water levels in Sweden’s reservoirs.

Due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, fossil fuel prices have risen, which
affects the price of electricity in countries where these fuels are used for
electricity generation to a great extent. This will continue to affect electricity
prices in southern Sweden. Recent electricity prices have been relatively
constant, with a continued large price difference between northern (SE1 and
SE2) and southern (SE3 and SE4) Sweden. In Germany and several other
European countries, prices remain at a significantly higher level.
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Gas

Russian exports of natural gas account for about one fifth of European gas
supplies, but the figure fluctuates from day to day. The ongoing conflict risks
affecting Russian gas exports to Europe. At present, however, the
assessment remains that the risk is relatively small.

Sweden’s energy supply is to a low degree directly dependent on Russian gas
supplies. Only two per cent of the total Swedish energy supply consists of
natural gas, and an estimated half of this could currently come from Russia.

After the very high natural gas prices in December, natural gas prices fell in
January and February. With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, an increasing
trend is once again being seen.

Oil

Sweden has low direct dependence on Russian oil imports. In 2021, Russian
crude oil imports accounted for about 8 per cent of total Swedish crude oil
imports. It is expected that the crude oil imported from Russia could be
supplied by other operators if necessary.

In the event of disruptions

If supplies of oil and natural gas from Russia are affected for any reason, it
will probably have direct consequences for the Swedish natural gas supply
and indirect consequences for the Swedish oil and fuel supply.

However, an interruption in Russian exports does not necessarily mean that
a shortage situation will arise in Sweden; the consequences will depend,
among other things, on being able to use reserves, other suppliers, weather
and temperatures, and on how long the interruption lasts.

The Swedish Energy Agency will lead the work in the event of a supply
crisis. The Agency is clear that the situation in Ukraine does not currently
give rise to any crisis measures in Sweden.

On Monday, 28 February, Minister for Energy Khashayar Farmanbar met
with EU energy ministers and discussed the situation on the energy markets
in light of the crisis in Ukraine.

The assessments communicated are based on the situation as it currently
stands. This may change.



This article was published in Swedish on 26 February 2022.
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Sweden’s candidacy to the ITU-
Council

The Swedish Government has the honour to present its
candidacy for the Council of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in the elections to be
held during the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in
Bucharest, Romania from 26 September to 14 October
2022.

The ITU has a crucial role to play in bridging the digital gap on a global
scale. More than two and a half billion people currently lack connection to
the internet on a regular basis. In an increasingly digitalised world, it is
important that the international community supports the distribution of
digital tools and skills.

If elected, Sweden will help to steer the ITU’s focus towards bridging the
digital divide. Global connectivity and digital inclusion are of utmost
importance and Sweden would like to see a stronger ITU in this area. As
staunch supporters of multilateralism, we see the need for the ITU to ensure
this so that all UN Members benefit from a rapid digital transformation and
that no one is left behind.
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Sweden supporting Ukraine with
equipment to secure the country’s

energy supply

To support Ukraine and help secure its energy supply,
the Government has decided that Svenska kraftnat may
provide equipment that can be used to repair the
country’s electrical grids.

“A secure electricity supply is necessary to maintain critical societal
operations in Ukraine. Sweden will now provide equipment that can be used
to repair electrical grids that have been destroyed during the war. Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine is indefensible, and the Government has responded by
imposing sanctions against Russia and by supporting Ukraine and
strengthening Sweden,” says Minister for Energy and Digital Development
Khashayar Farmanbar.

Through the European Network of Transmission System Operators, Svenska
kraftnit received a request from Ukraine to provide equipment for repairing
electrical grids. Svenska kraftnit is in contact with the recipients in Ukraine
and 1s collaborating with the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency to secure
transport. In light of this, Svenska kraftnit submitted a request to the
Government for permission to supply Ukraine with equipment from its
reserves for repairing electrical grids. Svenska kraftnit considers that it can
do without the material without this affecting Sweden’s preparedness. On 21
April, the Government approved Svenska kraftniit’s request.
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Khashayar Farmanbar took part in
extraordinary ministerial meeting
with International Energy Agency

On 1 March, Minister for Energy and Digital
Development Khashayar Farmanbar took partin a
digital extraordinary ministerial meeting with
International Energy Agency (IEA). The aim of the
meeting was to discuss the impact of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine on global oil markets.

IEA energy ministers agreed to send a unified and strong message of
solidarity with the people of Ukraine and also discussed the need for joint
action to stabilise global oil markets.

The ministers agreed to take collective measures involving voluntary release
of oil stocks. The IEA and the EU have extensive oil reserves and are
prepared to cover oil supply disruptions. Sweden and several other countries
also highlighted the need to accelerate the transition to clean energy and the
phasing out of fossil fuels to reduce the need for imports of fossil fuels from
Russia.
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Change of government, 30
November 2021

Today in the Riksdag, Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson announced the ministers who will serve in
the Government. The change of government takes place
at a Council of State at the Royal Palace presided over
by His Majesty the King. The Council of State begins at
13.00.

Sweden’s new Government consists of the Prime Minister and 22
ministers.

Prime Minister’s Office

Magdalena Andersson, Prime Minister

Hans Dahlgren, Minister for EU Affairs

Ministry of Employment

Eva Nordmark, Minister for Employment and Gender Equality

Johan Danielsson, Minister for Housing and Deputy Minister for
Employment

Ministry of Finance
Mikael Damberg, Minister for Finance
Max Elger, Minister for Financial Markets

Ida Karkiainen, Minister for Public Administration

Ministry of Defence

Peter Hultqvist, Minister for Defence
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Ministry of Infrastructure

Tomas Eneroth, Minister for Infrastructure

Khashayar Farmanbar, Minister for Energy and Digital Development
Ministry of Justice

Morgan Johansson, Minister for Justice and Home Affairs

Anders Ygeman, Minister for Integration and Migration

Ministry of Culture

Jeanette Gustafsdotter, Mimister for Culture

Ministry of the Environment

Annika Strandhill, Minister for Climate and the Environment

Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation

Karl-Petter Thorwaldsson, Minister for Business, Industry and Innovation
Anna-Caren Sitherberg, Minister for Rural Affairs

Ministry of Health and Social Affairs

Lena Hallengren, Minister for Health and Social Affairs

Ardalan Shekarabi, Minister for Social Security

Ministry of Education and Research
Anna Ekstrom, Minister for Education

Lina Axelsson Kihlblom, Mmister for Schools

Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Ann Linde, Minister for Foreign Affairs
Anna Hallberg, Minister for Foreign Trade and Nordic Affairs

Matilda Ernkrans, Minister for International Development Cooperation
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Linda Romanus, Press Secretary to Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson
Tel: +46 73 543 61 59

Johan Ekstrom, Press Secretary to Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson

Tel: +46 73 086 32 01

Tove Kullenberg, Press Secretary to Minister for EU Affairs Hans Dahlgren

Tel: +46 73 842 50 59

Nadja Yusuf, Press Secretary to Minister for Employment and Gender
Equality Eva Nordmark

Tel: +46 73 085 00 49

Fredrik Persson, Press Secretary to Minister for Housing and Deputy
Minister for Employment Johan Danielsson

Tel: +46 73 072 81 36

Mirjam Kontio, Press Secretary to Minister for Finance Mikael Damberg

Tel: +46 73 074 05 57

Simon Sitherberg, Press Secretary to Minister for Financial Markets Max
Elger

Tel: +46 73 086 23 07

Mikael Lindstrém, Press Secretary to Minister for Public Administration Ida
Karkiainen

Tel: +46 73 078 52 60



Toni Eriksson, Press Secretary to Minister for Defence Peter Hultqvist
Tel: +46 73 072 83 16

Jennie Zetterstrom, Press Secretary to Minister for Infrastructure Tomas
Eneroth

Tel: +46 73 053 92 70

Sofia Briandstrom, Press Secretary to Minister for Energy and Digital
Development Khashayar Farmanbar

Tel: +46 73 065 16 12

Sofie Rudh, Press Secretary to Minister for Justice and Home Affairs
Morgan Johansson

Tel: +46 72 545 74 21

Per Striangberg, Press Secretary to Minister for Integration and Migration
Anders Ygeman

Tel: +46 73 093 90 56

Tora Heckscher, Press Secretary to Minister for Culture Jeanette
Gustafsdotter

Tel: +46 73 093 50 83

Hakan Gestrin, Press Secretary to Minister for Climate and the Environment
Annika Strandhéll

Tel: +46 73 038 20 42

Kajsa Loord, Press Secretary to Minister for Business, Industry and
Innovation Karl-Petter Thorwaldsson
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Max Ney, Press Secretary to Minister for Rural Affairs Anna-Caren
Sitherberg

Tel: +46 73 094 25 40

Elin Aarflot, Press Secretary to Minister for Health and Social Affairs Lena
Hallengren

Tel: +46 73 274 23 53

Hanna Kretz, Press Secretary to Minister for Social Security Ardalan
Shekarabi

Tel: +46 73 064 96 04

Anja Lindberg Sundberg, Press Secretary to Minister for Education Anna
Ekstrom

Tel: +46 76 116 77 45

Maria Solidng, Press Secretary to Minister for Schools Lina Axelsson
Kihlblom

Tel: +46 72 206 19 47

Andreas Enbuske, Press Secretary to Minister for Foreign Affairs Ann Linde
Tel: +46 76 130 58 86

Vidar Jakobinuson Lindgren, Acting Press Secretary to Minister for Foreign
Trade and Nordic Affairs Anna Hallberg

Tel: +46 73 840 33 12



Darina Agha, Press Secretary to Minister for International Development
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